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Moscow Missile lafanse Srstem Goes Om An Alert

1, Since gs asrly rs 1 July, unprecedented activity h:s
occurraed at sites on the Moscow missile defense ring. Althoigh
we estinmate that the Moocow system has been operaticnzl sinc:
the end of 1956, repeatet! observations heretofere have consistentiy
failed to reveal more thrn a fer missiles on a site at & givon
time., However, or 1l July, two sites south of Mos¢ow were
observed with 2 frll lear! of swhat is now believec to have be:n
miasilea. On 23 July Western attaches observed s site southsest
of Moscow with miesiles rn all neds. Then, on 27 July two sites
were observed ncrihwest +f Hoscow with objects sesr on the pade
at one of these sites. It is not clear from the report whotier
the other site var deveisl of missiles or was just rot close
enough for observetion, but in any case this latest report radses
the possibility that not all the ring sites are loeded.

2. In view c¢f thes: observaiions, it appesrs that the
Moscow defense systerm is on 2 continuing sir defense alert siaius
vhich may have been promted by the Mid-Bast crisie, Observation
of at least one of the arove siies as recently as labe Juns
revealad no mizsiles on Lhe pads or activity at toe site,
Although the exsct time of the 1L July sighting is not yet kaoun,
it is noteworthy that thie cbservation was mzde on the dey tne
coup irn Iraq occwrred anl wes prior to the landing of the “ rines
in Lebanon.
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